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t;y the aid of Boicroscopea; hence the evi-
dent absorption of the aggregate of the pa-
pillae on the surface of the tongue; for the
largest of them, varying in number from
ten to fifteen, and which are disposed in
two lines converging to an angle just before
the foramen esecum, are seldom absorbed.
The cases which I have seen have led me to
this conclusion.
I I attribute the disappearance of the pa-
pillae to increased action of the function of
absorption, in consequence of the presence
of organic disease. This view of the facts
referred to is not without analogy, for prac-
tical authors have invariably given it as
their opinion, that the disappearance of the
fat in patients who have suffered in pro-
tracted fevers, depends on absorption. When
such a result happens, the body may be said
to live on itself.
Urganic disease sometimes attacks the
tongue itself. Such cases as 1 have seen,
exhibited in the early stages many of the
phenomena which have been already re-
lated. Very soon a gap or indentation ap-
pears on the surface of the organ, which
immediately assumes the character of an
irritable and unhealthy ulcer; the granula-
tions which such an ulcer present, resemble
the mites of a decayed cheese. In the pro-
gress of this disease the tongue is com-
pletely absorbed, and the larynx and pha-
rynx are seized with the same disorder. It
cannot excite surprise, that every case of ’’
this nature is mortal, unless very early and
very decided medical aid is afforded.
Such is a relation of some facts which re-
per to the human tongue in disease. I can-
not determine whether the observations
which I have now made will be viewed by ’
my friends as possessing the importance I
have now attached to them. To me, indeed,
they appear to possess real weight; and
should the views which I have entertained
tend in any way to remove the difficulties
which embarrass the student of medicine,
or direct the attention of the profession to
the subject under consideration, I will con-
sider that my humble exertions are by these
neans well rewarded.
Greenock, April 29, 1836.
CURE OF BUNIONS.
JAMES MORGAN, Surgeon.
To tlte Editor ofTlIE LANCET.
Sm: There is a notice in the last number
of the Medico-Chirurgical Review of a Lec-
ture by Sir Benjamin. Brodie on Bunions
and Corns, the conclusion of which seems
to be, that avoidance of pressure on the
parts is the best if not the only means of re-
lief. Under these circumstances the follow-
ing observations may be useful.
In several case3 which 1 have lately had
under my care, the use- of the -Ungt. Icdini
has been proliuctive of the most decided re.
lief. In general, rubbing a piece of the oint.
ment of the bulk of a pea on the bunion, at
bed-time, has speedily relieved the pain, di.
rr.inished the redness, and produced an ab.,
sorption of the fluid; bnt in one case, where
the affection was hereditary, and of long
standing, the ointment aSbrded little relief
until it had been used for a week, though
soon after the expiration of that time the
bunion almost disappeared. When the
cutis is in9a!ned, the application of a leech
to the foot, about an inch nearer the ankle
than the situation of the bunion, will prove of
great service.
The Unguentum Iodini (9j to 3j) has
always proved sufficiently powerful in those
cases which have come under my care; but
I should think that if that remedy fails, the
’I unguenturn hydrioclazis sinci might be tried
with advantage. Of course, rest, and other
prophylactic measures, are to be indulged in
as far as the circumstamces of the patient
v.ill admit, but every subsequent attack is
more speedily relieved by the use of the
ointment than the first. I have not tried
the eifect of iodine upon corns, but think it
might prove useful. I am, Sir, your obe.
dient servant, .
Port Glasgow, 2nd June, 1836.
REMARKABLE CASE.
A CASE of expulsion of a foreign body
from the &oelig;sophagus, by injection of tartar
emetic into the veins, is related in the below
cited journal, by Dr. AGGENS.
An hysterical woman, forty-four years of
age, affected with. a diverticulus resophagi,
while eating her dinner partook of some
potatoes; a large morsel of one not suff.-
ciently boiled, became engaged in the sac of
the &oelig;sophagus. A physician who was sent
for ordered an emetic of ipecacuanha, hut
without effect. Three hours later the author
saw her nearly in a state of suffocation.
The danger was extremely pressing; he
therefore dissolved three grains of Tartar
Emet. in an ounce of distilled water, and
injected two drachms of the fluid into the
right median vein. In about a minute some
nausea came on, but no vomiting. The
danger of suffocation seemed more and more
imminent, he therefore threw a similar
quantity into the external ulnar vein, which
immediately produced the wished-for effect.
In order to prevent the access of inflamma-
tion in the vessels stimulated bv the emetic
fluid, a strict antiphlogistic treatment was
had recourse to; but after twenty-four
hours, the whole arm, and especially the
neighbourhood of the elbow-joint, became
